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GREKing 50 Most Important AWA Topics List 
 
Argument Topics: 
 

1. According to an independent poll of 200 charitable organizations, overall donations 
of money to nonprofit groups increased last year, but educational institutions did 
not fare as well as other organizations. Donations to international aid groups 
increased the most (30 percent), followed by donations to environmental groups (23 
percent), whereas donations to educational institutions actually decreased slightly (3 
percent). Meanwhile, all of the major economic indicators suggest that consumer 
spending is higher than average this year, showing that potential donors have ample 
disposable income. Therefore, the clearest explanation for the decline in donations 
to educational institutions is that people actually value education less than they did 
in the past. 

 Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations 
 that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s)  can 
plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument. 

2. The following is a recommendation from the personnel director to the president of 
Acme Publishing Company. 

"Many other companies have recently stated that having their employees take the 
Easy Read Speed-Reading Course has greatly improved productivity. One graduate of 
the course was able to read a 500-page report in only two hours; another graduate 
rose from an assistant manager to vice president of the company in under a year. 
Obviously, the faster you can read, the more information you can absorb in a single 
workday. Moreover, Easy Read would cost Acme only $500 per employee — a small 
price to pay when you consider the benefits. Included in this fee is a three-week 
seminar in Spruce City and a lifelong subscription to the Easy Read newsletter. 
Clearly, to improve overall productivity, Acme should require all of our employees to 
take the Easy Read course." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

3. The following recommendation was made by the president and administrative staff 
of Grove College, a private institution, to the college's governing committee. 

"We recommend that Grove College preserve its century-old tradition of all-female 
education rather than admit men into its programs. It is true that a majority of 
faculty members voted in favor of coeducation, arguing that it would encourage 
more students to apply to Grove. But 80 percent of the students responding to a 
survey conducted by the student government wanted the school to remain all 
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female, and over half of the alumnae who answered a separate survey also opposed 
coeducation. Keeping the college all female will improve morale among students and 
convince alumnae to keep supporting the college financially." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be 
sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the 
recommendation. 
 

4. Since those issues of Newsbeat magazine that featured political news on their front 
cover were the poorest-selling issues over the past three years, the publisher 
of Newsbeat has recommended that the magazine curtail its emphasis on politics to 
focus more exclusively on economics and personal finance. She points to a recent 
survey of readers of general interest magazines that indicates greater reader interest 
in economic issues than in political ones. Newsbeat's editor, however, opposes the 
proposed shift in editorial policy, pointing out that very few magazines offer 
extensive political coverage anymore. 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

5. The following appeared in an editorial in a business magazine. 

"Although the sales of Whirlwind video games have declined over the past two 
years, a recent survey of video-game players suggests that this sales trend is about 
to be reversed. The survey asked video-game players what features they thought 
were most important in a video game. According to the survey, players prefer games 
that provide lifelike graphics, which require the most up-to-date computers. 
Whirlwind has just introduced several such games with an extensive advertising 
campaign directed at people ten to twenty-five years old, the age-group most likely 
to play video games. It follows, then, that the sales of Whirlwind video games are 
likely to increase dramatically in the next few months." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

6. The council of Maple County, concerned about the county's becoming 
overdeveloped, is debating a proposed measure that would prevent the 
development of existing farmland in the county. But the council is also concerned 
that such a restriction, by limiting the supply of new housing, could lead to 
significant increases in the price of housing in the county. Proponents of the 
measure note that Chestnut County established a similar measure ten years ago, and 
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its housing prices have increased only modestly since. However, opponents of the 
measure note that Pine County adopted restrictions on the development of new 
residential housing fifteen years ago, and its housing prices have since more than 
doubled. The council currently predicts that the proposed measure, if passed, will 
result in a significant increase in housing prices in Maple County. 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are 
reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the prediction. 
 

7. The following appeared as a letter to the editor from a Central Plaza store owner. 

"Over the past two years, the number of shoppers in Central Plaza has been steadily 
decreasing while the popularity of skateboarding has increased dramatically. Many 
Central Plaza store owners believe that the decrease in their business is due to the 
number of skateboard users in the plaza. There has also been a dramatic increase in 
the amount of litter and vandalism throughout the plaza. Thus, we recommend that 
the city prohibit skateboarding in Central Plaza. If skateboarding is prohibited here, 
we predict that business in Central Plaza will return to its previously high levels." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be 
sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the 
recommendation. 
 

8. The following is a recommendation from the business manager of Monarch Books. 

"Since its opening in Collegeville twenty years ago, Monarch Books has developed a 
large customer base due to its reader-friendly atmosphere and wide selection of 
books on all subjects. Last month, Book and Bean, a combination bookstore and 
coffee shop, announced its intention to open a Collegeville store. Monarch Books 
should open its own in-store café in the space currently devoted to children's books. 
Given recent national census data indicating a significant decline in the percentage 
of the population under age ten, sales of children's books are likely to decline. By 
replacing its children's books section with a café, Monarch Books can increase profits 
and ward off competition from Book and Bean." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

9. The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of a food distribution 
company with food storage warehouses in several cities. 
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"Recently, we signed a contract with the Fly-Away Pest Control Company to provide 
pest control services at our warehouse in Palm City, but last month we discovered 
that over $20,000 worth of food there had been destroyed by pest damage. 
Meanwhile, the Buzzoff Pest Control Company, which we have used for many years 
in Palm City, continued to service our warehouse in Wintervale, and last month only 
$10,000 worth of the food stored there had been destroyed by pest damage. Even 
though the price charged by Fly-Away is considerably lower, our best means of 
saving money is to return to Buzzoff for all our pest control services." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

10. The following appeared in a letter to the school board in the town of Centerville. 

"All students should be required to take the driver's education course at Centerville 
High School. In the past two years, several accidents in and around Centerville have 
involved teenage drivers. Since a number of parents in Centerville have complained 
that they are too busy to teach their teenagers to drive, some other instruction is 
necessary to ensure that these teenagers are safe drivers. Although there are two 
driving schools in Centerville, parents on a tight budget cannot afford to pay for 
driving instruction. Therefore an effective and mandatory program sponsored by the 
high school is the only solution to this serious problem." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

11. The following appeared in a recommendation from the president of Amburg's 
Chamber of Commerce. 

"Last October the city of Belleville installed high-intensity lighting in its central 
business district, and vandalism there declined within a month. The city of Amburg 
has recently begun police patrols on bicycles in its business district, but the rate of 
vandalism there remains constant. We should install high-intensity lighting 
throughout Amburg, then, because doing so is a more effective way to combat 
crime. By reducing crime in this way, we can revitalize the declining neighborhoods 
in our city." 

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate 
the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the 
argument. 
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12. A recent study reported that pet owners have longer, healthier lives on average than 
do people who own no pets. Specifically, dog owners tend to have a lower incidence 
of heart disease. In light of these findings, Sherwood Hospital should form a 
partnership with Sherwood Animal Shelter to institute an adopt-a-dog program. The 
program would encourage dog ownership for patients recovering from heart 
disease, which should reduce these patients' chance of experiencing continuing 
heart problems and also reduce their need for ongoing treatment. As a further 
benefit, the publicity about the program would encourage more people to adopt 
pets from the shelter. And that will reduce the incidence of heart disease in the 
general population. 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

13. The following appeared in a memorandum from the owner of Movies Galore, a chain 
of movie-rental stores. 

"In order to reverse the recent decline in our profits, we must reduce operating 
expenses at Movies Galore's ten movie-rental stores. Since we are famous for our 
special bargains, raising our rental prices is not a viable way to improve profits. Last 
month our store in downtown Marston significantly decreased its operating 
expenses by closing at 6:00 p.m. rather than 9:00 p.m. and by reducing its stock by 
eliminating all movies released more than five years ago. Therefore, in order to 
increase profits without jeopardizing our reputation for offering great movies at low 
prices, we recommend implementing similar changes in our other nine Movies 
Galore stores." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

14. The following appeared in a memo from a vice president of Quiot Manufacturing. 

"During the past year, Quiot Manufacturing had 30 percent more on-the-job 
accidents than at the nearby Panoply Industries plant, where the work shifts are one 
hour shorter than ours. Experts say that significant contributing factors in many on-
the-job accidents are fatigue and sleep deprivation among workers. Therefore, to 
reduce the number of on-the-job accidents at Quiot and thereby increase 
productivity, we should shorten each of our three work shifts by one hour so that 
employees will get adequate amounts of sleep." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
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and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

15. The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of marketing at Dura-
Socks, Inc. 

"A recent study of Dura-Socks customers suggests that our company is wasting the 
money it spends on its patented Endure manufacturing process, which ensures that 
our socks are strong enough to last for two years. We have always advertised our 
use of the Endure process, but the new study shows that despite the socks' 
durability, our customers, on average, actually purchase new Dura-Socks every three 
months. Furthermore, customers surveyed in our largest market — northeastern 
United States cities — say that they most value Dura-Socks' stylish appearance and 
availability in many colors. These findings suggest that we can increase our profits by 
discontinuing use of the Endure manufacturing process." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

16. The data from a survey of high school math and science teachers show that in the 
district of Sanlee many of these teachers reported assigning daily homework, 
whereas in the district of Marlee, most science and math teachers reported assigning 
homework no more than two or three days per week. Despite receiving less frequent 
homework assignments, Marlee students earn better grades overall and are less 
likely to be required to repeat a year of school than are students in Sanlee. These 
results call into question the usefulness of frequent homework assignments. Most 
likely the Marlee students have more time to concentrate on individual assignments 
than do the Sanlee students who have homework every day. Therefore teachers in 
our high schools should assign homework no more than twice a week. 

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate 
the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the 
argument. 
 

17. The following appeared in a memo to the board of directors of Bargain Brand 
Cereals. 

"One year ago we introduced our first product, Bargain Brand breakfast cereal. Our 
very low prices quickly drew many customers away from the top-selling cereal 
companies. Although the companies producing the top brands have since tried to 
compete with us by lowering their prices and although several plan to introduce 
their own budget brands, not once have we needed to raise our prices to continue 
making a profit. Given our success in selling cereal, we recommend that Bargain 
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Brand now expand its business and begin marketing other low-priced food products 
as quickly as possible." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based 
are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the recommendation. 
 

18. The following appeared in a memo from New Ventures Consulting to the president 
of HobCo, Inc., a chain of hobby shops. 

"Our team has completed its research on suitable building sites for a new HobCo 
hobby Shop in the city of Grilldon. We discovered that there are currently no hobby 
shops in southeastern Grilldon. When our researchers conducted a poll of area 
residents, 88 percent of those who responded indicated that they would welcome 
the opening of a hobby shop in southeastern Grilldon. Grilldon is in a region of the 
nation in which the hobby business has increased by 300 percent during the past 
decade. In addition, Grilldon has a very large population of retirees, a demographic 
with ample time to devote to hobbies. We therefore recommend that you choose 
southeastern Grilldon as the site for your next HobCo Hobby Shop. We predict that a 
shop in this area will draw a steady stream of enthusiastic new HobCo customers." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be 
sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the 
recommendation. 
 

19. The following appeared in a memo from a budget planner for the city of Grandview. 

"When the Grandview Symphony was established ten years ago, the city of 
Grandview agreed to provide the symphony with annual funding until the symphony 
became self-sustaining. Two years ago, the symphony hired an internationally known 
conductor, who has been able to attract high-profile guest musicians to perform 
with the symphony. Since then, private contributions to the symphony have tripled 
and attendance at the symphony's outdoor summer concert series has reached 
record highs. Now that the symphony has succeeded in finding an audience, the city 
can eliminate its funding of the symphony." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 
 

20. The following appeared in a memo at XYZ company. 
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"When XYZ lays off employees, it pays Delany Personnel Firm to offer those 
employees assistance in creating résumés and developing interviewing skills, if they 
so desire. Laid-off employees have benefited greatly from Delany's services: last year 
those who used Delany found jobs much more quickly than did those who did not. 
Recently, it has been proposed that we use the less expensive Walsh Personnel Firm 
in place of Delany. This would be a mistake because eight years ago, when XYZ was 
using Walsh, only half of the workers we laid off at that time found jobs within a 
year. Moreover, Delany is clearly superior, as evidenced by its bigger staff and larger 
number of branch offices. After all, last year Delany's clients took an average of six 
months to find jobs, whereas Walsh's clients took nine." 

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate 
the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the 
argument. 
 

21. The following is part of a memorandum from the president of Humana University. 

"Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered 
by nearby Omni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni 
showed a significant decrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and 
classroom space, most likely because online instruction takes place via the Internet. 
In contrast, over the past three years, enrollment at Humana University has failed to 
grow and the cost of maintaining buildings has increased. Thus, to increase 
enrollment and solve the problem of budget deficits at Humana University, we 
should initiate and actively promote online degree programs like those at Omni." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

22. A recently issued twenty-year study on headaches suffered by the residents of 
Mentia investigated the possible therapeutic effect of consuming salicylates. 
Salicylates are members of the same chemical family as aspirin, a medicine used to 
treat headaches. Although many foods are naturally rich in salicylates, food-
processing companies also add salicylates to foods as preservatives. The twenty-year 
study found a correlation between the rise in the commercial use of salicylates and a 
steady decline in the average number of headaches reported by study participants. 
At the time when the study concluded, food-processing companies had just 
discovered that salicylates can also be used as flavor additives for foods, and, as a 
result, many companies plan to do so. Based on these study results, some health 
experts predict that residents of Mentia will suffer even fewer headaches in the 
future. 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are 
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reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the prediction. 
 

23. The following appeared in a newsletter offering advice to investors. 

"Over 80 percent of the respondents to a recent survey indicated a desire to reduce 
their intake of foods containing fats and cholesterol, and today low-fat products 
abound in many food stores. Since many of the food products currently marketed by 
Old Dairy Industries are high in fat and cholesterol, the company's sales are likely to 
diminish greatly and company profits will no doubt decrease. We therefore advise 
Old Dairy stockholders to sell their shares, and other investors not to purchase stock 
in this company." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in 
order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are 
reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to 
evaluate the advice. 
 

24. The following appeared in a memo from the director of a large group of hospitals. 

"In a controlled laboratory study of liquid hand soaps, a concentrated solution of 
extra strength UltraClean hand soap produced a 40 percent greater reduction in 
harmful bacteria than did the liquid hand soaps currently used in our hospitals. 
During our recent test of regular-strength UltraClean with doctors, nurses, and 
visitors at our hospital in Worktown, the hospital reported significantly fewer cases 
of patient infection (a 20 percent reduction) than did any of the other hospitals in 
our group. Therefore, to prevent serious patient infections, we should supply 
UltraClean at all hand-washing stations, including those used by visitors, throughout 
our hospital system." 

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate 
the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the 
argument. 
 

25. The following appeared in a memo from the marketing director of Top Dog Pet 
Stores.   

"Five years ago Fish Emporium started advertising in the magazine Exotic Pets 
Monthly. Their stores saw sales increase by 15 percent after their ads began 
appearing in the magazine. The three Fish Emporium stores in Gulf City saw an even 
greater increase than that. Because Top Dog Pet Stores is based in Gulf City, it seems 
clear that we should start placing our own ads in Exotic Pets Monthly. If we do so, we 
will be sure to reverse the recent trend of declining sales and start making a profit 
again." 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of 
the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions 
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and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted. 
 

Issue Topics: 
 

26. Scientists and other researchers should focus their research on areas that are likely 
to benefit the greatest number of people. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how 
these examples shape your position. 

 
27. Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-

being of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that 
the only responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to 
make as much money as possible. 

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own 
position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented. 

 
28. Claim: While boredom is often expressed with a sense of self-satisfaction, it should 

really be a source of embarrassment. 

Reason: Boredom arises from a lack of imagination and self-motivation. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim and the reason on which that claim is based. 
 

29. In this age of intensive media coverage, it is no longer possible for a society to regard 
any living man or woman as a hero. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

30. Governments should offer college and university education free of charge to all 
students. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how 
these examples shape your position. 
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31. In any field of endeavor, it is impossible to make a significant contribution without 

first being strongly influenced by past achievements within that field. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

32. The increasingly rapid pace of life today causes more problems than it solves. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

33. Educators should take students' interests into account when planning the content of 
the courses they teach. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how 
these examples shape your position. 
 

34. Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of 
study in which jobs are plentiful. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most 
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position. 
 

35. Claim: Colleges and universities should specify all required courses and eliminate 
elective courses in order to provide clear guidance for students. 

Reason: College students — like people in general — prefer to follow directions 
rather than make their own decisions. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim and the reason on which that claim is based. 
 
 
 

36. Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one 
semester studying in a foreign country. 
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most 
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position. 
 

37. All college and university students would benefit from spending at least one 
semester studying in a foreign country. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

38. It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most 
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position. 
 

39. The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only 
tools of human minds. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

40. Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation must be the achievements of its rulers, 
artists, or scientists. 

Reason: Great achievements by a nation's rulers, artists, or scientists will ensure a 
good life for the majority of that nation's people. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim and the reason on which that claim is based. 
 

41. The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-
being of that country's citizens. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

42. Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training 
for them at an early age to develop their talents. 
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how 
these examples shape your position. 
 

43. Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become 
more important than the reality or truth behind that image. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 

44. People should undertake risky action only after they have carefully considered its 
consequences. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which 
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how 
these examples shape your position. 
 

45. Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been 
admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition. 

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your 
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you 
should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain 
how these consequences shape your position. 
 

46. Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing 
fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most 
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position. 
 
 
 

47. Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, 
artists, or scientists. 

Reason: The surest indicator of a great nation is actually the welfare of all its people. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim and the reason on which that claim is based. 
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48. Some people believe that universities should require every student to take a variety 

of courses outside the student's field of study. Others believe that universities 
should not force students to take any courses other than those that will help prepare 
them for jobs in their chosen fields. 

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own 
position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented. 
 

49. Claim: The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the 
character of the men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role 
models. 

Reason: Heroes and role models reveal a society's highest ideals. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the claim and the reason on which that claim is based. 
 

50. The main benefit of the study of history is to dispel the illusion that people living 
now are significantly different from people who lived in earlier times. 

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with 
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing 
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position. 
 


