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GREKing 50 Must Solve Sentence Equivalence Questions 
 
1. Academic freedom does not protect a professor’s classroom remarks on matters 
irrelevant to his subject, though it guarantees the professor considerable liberty of 
speech about matters __________ to his or her academic work. 
 

A. germane  
B. indifferent  
C. mimetic  
D. disinterested  
E. congruent  
F. pertinent  

 
2. By reordering the sentences in the problem and adding distracting gures, the 
professor successfully _______ a previously easy exam question and made it almost 
impossible to solve.     
 

A. engendered     
B. muddled     
C. interpreted     
D. erased     
E. obliterated     
F. obfuscated  

 
3. Unbridled passion, whether rage or ardor, gives way to the sort of rash 
declarations that too often end in __________ and sorrow. 
 

A. disdain  
B. pity  
C. rue  
D. affinity  
E. remorse  
F. contempt  

 
4. Because she always had the correct answers to life’s dicult dilemmas, my 
grandmother was sought after for her ______ by family members and neighbors.     
 

A. duplicity     
B. wisdom     
C. bewilderment     
D. ignorance     
E. sagacity     
F. guile  
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5. As the salesman became increasingly glib, promising that there was nothing the 
warranty would not cover, Xavier sensed that the entire operation was a(n) _____ 
and quickly walked out. 
 

A. risk 
B. distraction 
C. fraud 
D. enterprise 
E. racket 
F. success 

 
6. The tremendous wealth of ancient life on display as part of the Ancient Life of New 
York exhibit—billion-yearold blue-green bacteria from the Adirondacks, fossilized 
tree stumps and spiders from Schoharie County, 
trilobites from Oneida County, and armored fish from throughout the state—
represents only a tiny fraction of the New York State Museum’s __________ 
collection of over one million specimens. 
 

A. piecemeal  
B. voluble  
C. exhaustive  
D. evergreen  
E. compendious  
F. commanding  

 
7. The _______ road, made what seemed like a short trip on a map much longer in 
reality; it twisted its way through mountains to get from one valley to another.     
 

A. abbreviated     
B. invigorating     
C. fleeting     
D. immense     
E. serpentine     
F. tortuous  

 
8. The representative’s violent ascension to prominence began with a __________ 
attack on the comparatively conciliatory leaders of his own party. 
 

A. truculent  
B. partisan  
C. savage  
D. biased  
E. imperious  
F. dissembling  
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9. Classmates who had pre-judged Lucy as unaware were surprised when she made 
the _______ observation that their professor’s missing coffee mug indicated that he 
had left for the day.     
 

A. asinine     
B. perceptive     
C. obtuse 
D. transparent     
E. astute     
F. lucid  

 
10. Despite the enticing promises of prosperity — from more secure public funds to 
increased public services — citizens must be wary of where and how their sovereign 
wealth funds operate and doggedly demand ______________ for all investments. 
 

A. opacity 
B. transparency 
C. yield 
D. privacy 
E. disclosure 
F. predictability 

 
11. Even those accustomed to the austere beauty of mathematics may be daunted 
by the __________ with which Bourbaki conducts his proofs. 
 

A. celerity  
B. diligence  
C. alacrity  
D. asperity  
E. inscrutability  
F. rigor  

 
12. Madeline’s guests all agreed that had it not been for the terrible weather, her 
wedding day, complete with white dress and three-tiered cake, would have been 
_______.     
 

A. urban     
B. divine     
C. excessive     
D. disproportionate     
E. idyllic     
F. rustic 
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13. Even from a distance, the man could see that the tornado had _____________ 
from the site all but the most basic elements of his childhood home; nothing but 
traces of the original foundations remained. 
 

A. tethered  
B. extirpated  
C. recapitulated  
D. interred  
E. effaced  
F. hallowed  

 
14. The Shakespeare scholar argued that in all of the playwright’s 37 works, he had 
never written the part of a _______ character, only relying on vibrant and colorful 
individuals to propel his stories forward.     
 

A. pedestrian     
B. original     
C. imperial     
D. domineering     
E. extraordinary     
F. mundane  

 
15. Unlike many poets, who are inspired by ____ settings, Harrison relied on urban 
backdrops to summon his muse. 
 

A. unpopulated 
B. pastoral 
C. typical 
D. unknown 
E. rustic 
F. sentimental 

 
16. By the third quarter, the opposing team had lost the upper hand entirely, the 
game becoming an utter _________, a fact made most evident, perhaps, by the 
escalating jeers coming from the nearby bleachers. 
 

A. debacle  
B. rout  
C. boondoggle  
D. forgery  
E. fallacy  
F. infirmity  
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17 The intricate, complex photographic process of the daguerreotype contributed to 
the rapid development of numerous related processes, a _______ that included 
tintypes and calotypes.     
 

A. proliferation     
B. stagnation     
C. primogenitor     
D. archetype     
E. antiquity     
F. burgeoning  

 
18. Central to the challenger’s platform was the argument that the incumbent had 
ultimately ________ the 
agreements he had initially championed during his first stint in office. 
 

A. mustered up  
B. consented to  
C. fielded  
D. reneged on  
E. honed  
F. abrogated  

 
19. The athlete, once well respected for his work with the anti-drug programs, was 
scorned for his _______ nature when medical tests proved he’d been using steroids 
for years.     
 

A. esteemed     
B. felonious 
C. sanguine     
D. disingenuous     
E. buoyant     
F. duplicitous  

 
20. Rarely _____ in her duties as a member of the city’s environmental committee, 
she quickly garnered accolades from both citizens and government workers. 
 

A. punctilious 
B. celeritous 
C. remiss 
D. negligent 
E. perfunctory 
F. myopic 
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21. The ___________ between parties is rapidly becoming insurmountable, as a lack 
of faith on both sides creates conditions where issues once considered beyond the 
pale of dispute are becoming subject to contention. 
 

A. accord  
B. prevalence  
C. rift  
D. breach  
E. travesty  
F. piety  

 
22. The protestors acknowledged the leader’s appeal to _______ violence, and 
walked quietly in the funeral processions instead of throwing rocks at police officers.     
 

A. mollify     
B. abjure     
C. eschew     
D. condone     
E. glorify     
F. manifest  

 
23. __________ though the family now may be, they continue to carry themselves in 
public with an air befitting their aristocratic heritage. 
 

A. Impecunious  
B. Idyllic  
C. Glamorous  
D. Patrimonial  
E. Bucolic  
F. Insolvent  

 
24. Diecast truck manufacturers release limited edition models and others with 
obscure commercial advertising in order to _______ their trucks and ensure that 
certain items become dedicated collectibles instead of toys.     
 

A. rarefy     
B. circulate     
C. investigate     
D. subtilize     
E. spur     
F. incite  
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25. The hill was marked with a(n) ___________ that belied the abject poverty 
huddled at its base. 
 

A. diversity 
B. candidness 
C. hostility 
D. splendor 
E. temerity 
F. opulence 

 
26. Lie detector tests attempt to discern _________ by measuring physiological 
responses, including heart rate, blood pressure, and respiratory rate. 
 

A. tenacity  
B. perspicacity  
C. precocity  
D. improbity  
E. mendacity  
F. urbanity  

 
27. The phacellophora camtschatica, which can grow up to two feet in diameter, is 
more commonly referred to as the Fried Egg jellysh because of its white bell and 
cloudy yellow organs, which give its tentacles a _______, semi-transparent look.     
 

A. caustic     
B. resplendent     
C. natatory     
D. diaphanous     
E. calamitous     
F. gossamer  

 
28. The golden crown’s dazzling ____________ is tarnished only by its torrid and 
bloody history. 
 

A. translucence  
B. variance  
C. evanescence  
D. refulgence  
E. tumescence  
F. radiance  
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29. Before the Clone Wars, the Jedi were a powerful peace-keeping force in the 
galaxy, but they were unable to avoid _______ after Palpatine called out Order 66, 
which reprogrammed every clone trooper to immediately assassinate his Jedi 
masters.    decimation 
 

A. sovereignty     
B. annihilation     
C. ingenuity     
D. misrepresentation     
E. ascendancy  

 
30. Surely more ______________ than his predecessor, Malcolm nonetheless 
should not be expected to display unbounded magnanimity, especially to those 
subordinates whose actions clearly run afoul of propriety. 
 

A. demanding 
B. equitable 
C. evenhanded 
D. critical 
E. uncompromising 
F. austere 

 
31. The judge’s keen eye for sussing out the pretension of the lawyers in her 
courtroom was surpassed only by the _________ wit with which she castigated them 
for it. 
 

A. sedulous  
B. mordant  
C. obtuse  
D. jurisprudent  
E. trenchant  
F. assiduous  

 
32. Hollywood studios, usually guided by their penchant for hiring A-list movie stars, 
are rethinking their strategies in an economy more suited to hiring _______ actors 
who command far less per picture than their celebrity counterparts, who can cost 
studios upwards of 15 or 20 million dollars for one movie.     
 

A. luminary     
B. renowned     
C. fledgling     
D. neoteric     
E. exorbitant     
F. iniquitous  
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33. The amount of self-abasement with which the inmate __________ the probation 
panel to be set free verged on the humiliating; nevertheless, the judges remained 
unmoved and he was ultimately sent back to his cell to serve another three years. 
 

A. beseeched  
B. chided  
C. snubbed  
D. conceded  
E. drummed  
F. supplicated  

 
34. Joseph was never outwardly perturbed by bad news, and was known as the 
_______ of composure.     
 

A. quintessence     
B. bane     
C. rector     
D. epitome     
E. antithesis     
F. regent  

 
35. Requiring split-second decisions, the career of an investment banker is clearly 
not a viable one for those prone to _____. 
 

A. forwardness 
B. hesitation 
C. dithering 
D. prevarication 
E. wastefulness 
F. obstinacy 

 
36. The cult members treated their leader with _________ loyalty that verged on the 
obsessive and made them willing, should the need ever arise, to do so much as lay 
down their lives for him. 
 

A. a fanatical  
B. an arbitrary  
C. a fickle  
D. a mortifying  
E. a zealous  
F. an indeterminate  
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37. The President could not tolerate dissent from his views, and so he only 
appointed people to his cabinet who were more _______ than advisors.     
 

A. pundits     
B. sycophants     
C. cynics     
D. toadies     
E. partisans     
F. authoritarians  

 
38. Jefferson regarded sumptuous living as among the most __________ evils to 
threaten the young republic, more pernicious even than loyalty to the deposed 
empire. 
 

A. reactionary  
B. venerable  
C. epicurean  
D. grievous  
E. baneful  
F. fastidious  

 
39. The young poet feared that her career may have prematurely reached its 
_______ after reading the encomium with which her rst 
The young poet feared that her career may have prematurely reached its _______ 
after reading the encomium with which her rst publication was met.     
 

A. apogee     
B. auspice     
C. coda     
D. nadir     
E. perigee     
F. zenith  

 
40. The increased number entering the labor force has only served to ________ an 
already ailing job market. 
 

A. diminish 
B. strain 
C. underscore 
D. tax 
E. bolster 
F. trounce 
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41. Theology was once regarded as the “Queen of the Sciences,” because every 
subject eventually had to meet its demands, but two hundred years ago that honor 
and title fell to mathematics, which enjoys __________ over not only physical 
science but social science as well. 
 

A. mayhem  
B. credence  
C. hegemony  
D. autonomy  
E. dominance  
F. independence  

 
42. The philosopher’s arguments were so _______ that it was nearly impossible to 
follow the logic from his premises to his conclusion.     
 

A. rhetorical     
B. libertine     
C. labyrinthine     
D. unscrupulous     
E. byzantine     
F. decorous 

 
43. Lady Astor once commented to Winston Churchill, “If I were married to you, I’d 
put poison in your coffee.” Churchill’s famous __________: “Nancy, if you were my 
wife, I’d drink it.” 
 

A. anecdote  
B. aphorism  
C. retort  
D. recrimination  
E. rejoinder  
F. maxim 

 
44. After his embezzlement was discovered, the CEO was _______ by board 
members, shareholders, and customers alike.     
 

A. cachinnated     
B. blandished     
C. upbraided     
D. simpered     
E. caviled     
F. lambasted  
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45. In the last few decades, technological progress has proceeded at such a dizzying 
rate that, beyond the obvious advantages a given technology confers on the user, 
the non-specialist becomes ________ when pressed to explain how anything really 
works. 
 

A. tentative 
B. bewildered 
C. confident 
D. nonplussed 
E. complacent 
F. belligerent 

 
46. While the author’s first book was substantial and well-documented, he seems to 
have run out of material; the followup is mere __________. 
 

A. pith  
B. bile  
C. marrow  
D. claptrap  
E. fettle  
F. dross  

 
47. While the new bistro’s service was absolutely punctilious, the cuisine was rather 
_______.     
 

A. obsequious     
B. quotidian     
C. distasteful    
D. pedestrian     
E. gustatory     
F. pedantic  

 
48. While the professor first achieved renown for the theory he devised single-
handedly during the early days of his career, his later contributions were achieved in 
a more ________ manner. 
 

A. solitary  
B. collaborative  
C. synergetic  
D. exegetic  
E. unilateral  
F. collusive  
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49. After mispronouncing the name of the leader of an allied nation, the Secretary 
was quite ashamed; she had never before heard such _______ levied against her as 
the leader’s angry response.     
 

A. a laudation     
B. a dictum     
C. a panegyric     
D. an approbation     
E. an invective     
F. a vituperation 

 
50. Despite creating the impression that his replies are ungoverned by any 
forethought, the mayor—even in his most seemingly impassioned moments—is 
plainly _____________ in his responses to the media. 
 

A. measured 
B. studied 
C. candid 
D. forthcoming 
E. critical 
F. outspoken 
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Answers 
 

1. Germane, pertinent. Though implies that the matters about which a professor 
enjoys liberty are opposite those “irrelevant to his subject.” So, you might anticipate 
an answer like “relevant.” Germane and pertinent are the best synonyms. Mimetic 
and congruent are slightly related to the idea at hand — the former means “copying” 
(like a mime, for instance) and the latter means something like “standing in a similar 
relation.” 
  
2. B and F To ll in the blank, you need to identify what the professor did to the exam 
question. Because he or she reordered the sentences and added distractions, he or 
she made the problem more confusing and unclear. Muddled and obfuscated are 
synonyms that mean made obscure or unclear and are therefore the correct choices. 
Erased and obliterated are also synonyms, but do not describe what the professor 
did to the question. Interpreted means made clear, which is the opposite of what the 
professor did. Engendered is a nice vocabulary word but means produced or 
caused, which has nothing to do with making a previously created problem 
confusing. 
 
3. Rue, remorse. You would like an answer very much close to “sorrow,” perhaps 
something like “regret.” Rue and remorse are the nearest synonyms. 
 
4. B and E To ll in the blank, you need to nd a word that describes the grandmother 
who is described in the sentence as having the correct answers to life’s dicult 
dilemmas. Therefore, you want to nd words that also describe someone who has all 
the right answers. Sagacity means acuteness of mental discernment, or, more 
simply, wisdom. Meanwhile, bewilderment and ignorance are words describing 
someone who does not have all the right answers. Duplicity and guile are both words 
having to do with deceit and lying and are not traits of the grandmother suggested in 
the sentence. 
 
5. Answers: (C), (E) 
 
'Glib' implies the salesman was insincere. 'Nothing warranty...' further adds to sense 
that the operation was a sham. 
 
(A) risk refers to the situation itself were Xavier to trust the operation. The word, 
however, does not fit in the blank 
(B) distraction does not fit the context 
(C) fraud captures the sense of a sham 
(D) enterprise is too neutral 
(E) a racket describes a fraudulent organization 
(F) success does not context 
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6. Exhaustive, compendious. Since the tremendous wealth… on display represents 
only a tiny fraction of the collection, and since the collection has over one million 
specimens, it is a very large collection indeed. You might anticipate an answer like 
“huge.” Exhaustive, which means “including everything,” is a bit stronger even than 
anticipated, but it will work. The primary meaning of compendious is something like 
“synoptic, briefly stating all the essentials,” and that’s not what you want, but 
compendious can also mean simply “complete.” The primary meaning is the one 
you’re most likely to encounter on the GRE, but in this question, you should take the 
other meaning, “complete.” (The meaning you rely on for this question, incidentally, 
is most common even in formal writing, though it’s not first in the dictionary.) 
Imperfect though both these answers are, nothing else is even close. 
 
7. E and F The semicolon trigger tells you the two parts of the sentence agree; since 
the blank is describing the road, you need a word that means twisted. Both 
abbreviated and fleeting are nearly the opposite of what you’re looking for, so 
eliminate choices (A) and (C). Neither invigorating, which means energizing, nor 
immense, which means huge, is supported by the sentence, so eliminate choices (B) 
and (D). Both serpentine and tortuous can mean twisted, so choices (E) and (F) give 
you appropriate, equivalent sentences.   
 
8. Truculent, savage. You’d like a word that contrasts with conciliatory, since the 
word comparatively suggests an opposition. You’d also like a word that sensibly 
modifies attack. You might anticipate something as simple as 
“attacking.” Truculent and savage both suggest a disposition to fight. 
  
9. B and E The blank describes the kind of observation that would surprise people 
who thought Lucy was unaware, so a word that means something like sharp or 
observant would make sense—anything that would show that Lucy was aware. Both 
asinine and obtuse are nearly the opposite of what you’re looking for, so eliminate 
choices (A) and (C). Choices (D) and (F) have roughly synonymous meanings, but 
an observation that was clear wouldn’t have impressed her classmates. Both 
perceptive and astute can mean observant, so choices (B) and (E) give you 
appropriate, equivalent sentences.   
 
10. Responses B and E both fit well in the context of the passage and give 
equivalent sentences.  Rather than being enticed into complacency by promises of 
prosperity, citizens should keep an eye on sovereign wealth funds.  These are the 
correct responses. 
 
11. Asperity, rigor. Even implies that the word is stronger than austere, though 
similar to that word. The word names something in Bourbaki’s proof that daunts or 
intimidates. You might anticipate something like “great difficulty.” Asperity means 
“severity,” which will work (it especially suggests a rough or harsh surface). Rigor is 
an even closer synonym to “austerity.” 
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12. B and E The clues are that the guests agreed that had the weather NOT been 
awful; the implication is that it was otherwise perfect. You are looking for a word that 
means perfect. Eliminate urban, which means metropolitan and has nothing to do 
with the meaning you need. Eliminate excessive and disproportionate, choices (C) 
and (D): Though the wedding may have been overdone or out of balance, these are 
irrelevant to the clues. Finally, eliminate rustic, choice (F), which means having 
country simplicity. The best answers are divine and idyllic, both of which mean 
perfect and produce equivalent, appropriate sentences.  
  
13. Extirpated, effaced. This sentence is about as purely definition-based as you can 
get: the house was torn from the ground and utterly destroyed. You need words that 
signify “eradicated” or “obliterated”; extirpated and effaced are right. 
  
14. A and F The clue is that Shakespeare was only relying on vibrant and colorful 
individuals, so the blank must be the opposite of vibrant and colorful. You need a 
word that means ordinary. Eliminate original and extraordinary, synonyms that have 
the opposite meaning of ordinary. Eliminate imperial, which means regal, and 
domineering, which means authoritarian; neither one relates to the context of the 
blank. Choices (A) and (F), pedestrian and mundane, both mean common or 
ordinary and produce equivalent, appropriate sentences.   
 
15. Answers: (B), (E) 
 
'Unlike' signals that most poets favor the opposite of an urban backdrop. The 
opposite of urban would be rural. 
 
(A) unpopulated isn't quite the opposite of urban, nor does it have a matching word 
 
(B) pastoral relates to the countryside 
 
(C) typical does not fit context 
 
(D) unknown does not fit context 
 
(E) rustic relates to the countryside 
 
(F) sentimental relates to emotions 
 
16. Debacle, rout. The team once had an “upper hand” and is now losing badly. You 
need words that denote a “crushing failure,” or a “drubbing.” Debacle and rout are 
good, and none of the other words come close. Note that a boondoggle is certainly 
bad, but it is an unnecessary and wasteful project, and thus not relevant here. 
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17. A and F The last part of the sentence parallels the middle part. The clue to the 
blank is the rapid development of numerous related processes, so the missing word 
must mean rapid development or expansion. Eliminate choice (B) since it is the 
opposite of what you’re looking for. Choices (C), (D), and (E) seem applicable, but 
none of these choices stays in the scope of the meaning you need in the blank. 
Although the daguerreotype was the oldest photographic process, there’s no context 
for this in the blank and you can eliminate those three choices. That leaves correct 
choices (A) and (F), both of which can mean rapid growth and produce equivalent, 
appropriate sentences. 
 
18. Reneged on, abrogated. The political challenger is apparently saying that the 
“incumbent,” or “current” politician made certain agreements during his first time in 
office, but didn’t follow through on them. The politician, in other words, “went back 
on,” or “failed to honor” these agreements: he reneged on them, or abrogated them. 
  
19. D and F You know that the athlete used to be well-respected because of his work 
with anti-drug programs. The contrast is that he was working with anti-drug programs 
while using steroids for years, so a good word for the blank would be hypocritical or 
dishonest. Choices (C) and (E) can be eliminated because they are both positive and 
mean optimistic, and choice (A) does not mean dishonest and is also incorrect. 
Choice (B) means related to a crime, and does not necessarily mean dishonest. 
Choices (D) and (F) are the best answers because they both mean deceitful and 
produce equivalent, appropriate sentences.   
 
20. Answers: (C), (D) 
 
This question is very similar to another one in the batch, save for it has far more 
demanding vocabulary. The idea is the 'she' has done a good job, 'garnered 
accolades' and is thus rarely deficient in her duties. 
 
(A) punctilious means overly concerned with the proper behavior or etiquette 
(B) celeritous means swift 
(C) remiss means negligent. If 'she' was rarely negligent in her duties, 'she' would 
gain praise 
(D) See (C) 
(E) perfunctory means careless, going through the motions. Although it is very close, 
it is not a great synonym for remiss and/or negligent, since "perfunctory" is more 
about the feeling of the action than the completeness of it. 
(F) myopic means short-sighted, both literally and figuratively. That is if one lacks 
foresight, he/she is myopic. Technically, one can't be myopic in one's duties. Even if 
you did not pick up on the stylistic hiccup, there is no similar word to 'myopic' 
amongst the answer choices 
 
21. Rift, breach. Beyond the pale of dispute indicates that there were issues that 
were once totally accepted by both parties. Now they are “subject to contention,” 
indicating that there is a widening “gap,” or “fissure,” between the parties: a rift or a 
breach between them. 
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22. B and C The clue walked quietly instead of throwing rocks indicates the leader 
must have asked the protestors to stop the violence. Eliminate choices (D) and (E) 
because they both convey a sense of support or approval and are opposite of what 
you need in the blank. Choice (F) also doesn’t work for a similar reason; manifest 
means demonstrate. Choice (A) means soothe and does not apply in this context. 
Choices (B) and (C) are synonyms that mean to avoid or give up and produce 
equivalent, appropriate sentences. 
 
23. Impecunious, insolvent. This sentence trickily hinges on the idiom though they 
now may be, which indicates that whatever comes after the comma is opposite in 
meaning to the blank. You learn next that that family seems to act as if they are still 
aristocrats. The implication is that they are then not aristocrats, or at least don’t have 
the same wealth that aristocrats are known to have. You’re thus looking for a word 
that means “poor” or “impoverished.” Impecunious, which comes from pecunia, Latin 
word for “money,” and insolvent, which means “unable to pay debts,” are best. 
  
24. A and D The manufacturers’ goal is to make certain items dedicated collectibles, 
so they would do something to make them more rare or special. Choices (E) and (F) 
are synonyms that mean activate, but the blank refers to the trucks themselves and 
so you can eliminate these choices. Choice (C) can be eliminated because it means 
examine and doesn’t match the needed meaning. Choice (B) is also irrelevant to the 
context of the blank. That leaves choices (A) and (D), both of which mean to make 
more rare and produce equivalent, appropriate sentences. 
 
25. Answers: (D), (F) 
 
The word ‘belie’, which means to give a misleading impression of, contrasts the 
blank with ‘the abject poverty.’ A good opposite would be words connoting wealth. 
 
(A) diversity does not touch on the wealth aspect 
(B) candidness, or openness, does not fit in the context 
(C) hostility does not relate to wealth 
(D) splendor captures wealth and grandeur that is in stark relief to the poverty 
(E) temerity, meaning lack of caution, does not fit in context 
(F) opulence is a great show of wealth and luxury 
 
26. Improbity, mendacity. Fortunately, this sentence is pretty straightforward — you 
need two words that mean “lying.” Only mendacity and improbity work. 
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27. D and F The important clues in this sentence are the words cloudy and semi-
transparent, both of which describe the inner workings of the jellysh. Choice (A) 
could be tempting because a jellysh tentacle could denitely be caustic, but there’s no 
context for it. Eliminate it. You can eliminate choice (E) for the same reason. It 
seems logical, but isn’t actually supported by the text. Choice (C) is connected to the 
sentence because jellysh are natatory creatures, but the blank is specically 
describing the appearance of tentacles, not the jellysh as a whole. Choice (B) has 
nothing to do with the sentence. Choices (D) and (F) both mean loose, owing, or 
see-through, which is what you’re looking for. 
 
28. Refulgence, radiance. Even though this sentence is short, its tough vocabulary 
makes it tricky. It is clear enough from the word dazzling that you’re looking for a 
word that means “brightness” or “brilliance.” Refulgence and radiance are best; none 
of the other words match this meaning. 
  
29. A and C The sentence tells you that the Jedi were a powerful peace-keeping 
force, but there’s a contrast indicated by the but and the time trigger before the 
Clone Wars. That lets you know that something is going to happen that will challenge 
the Jedi’s status. The sentence also tells you that every clone trooper was 
reprogrammed to assassinate his Jedi master. This lets you know that there was a 
massive attack against the Jedi. So you could ll in the missing word with something 
like serious injury or really bad experience. You can eliminate choices (B) and (F) 
because those are going in the wrong direction. They only connect with the powerful 
Jedi clue, not taking into account the contrast triggers. Choices (D) and (E) have 
nothing to do with the sentence, so you can eliminate them. That leaves (A) and (C), 
both of which mean completely destroy. 
 
30. This question is full of difficult vocabulary. The best approach is to rewrite the SE 
using simpler language: “Malcolm is definitely more ________ than the person 
before him, but he shouldn’t be expected to be completely forgiving (or possessing a 
great deal of noble generosity toward others), especially to people that work for him 
whose actions were inappropriate.”  
 
From our rewrite, we know that we need a word that can be used to mean something 
that is a bit less than “completely forgiving” or “possessing a great deal of noble 
generosity toward others”, but more than the ___________. The only two synonyms 
that could be correct are “equitable” and “even-handed”, answer choices (B) and (C).  
 
“Equitable” means fair and “even-handed” also means fair. Malcolm is more fair than 
his predecessor, but should be less than “completely forgiving”. 
 
Our next set of synonyms, answer choices (A) and (F) are incorrect because 
Malcolm is not described as being either “demanding” or “austere” at all in this SE. In 
fact, the author alludes to the fact that Malcolm is quite generous in his approach. 
 
Finally, our last set of words (Answer choices (D) and (E)) are not synonyms to each 
other, nor are they synonyms to any other answer choices. “Critical” means “to 
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harshly judge”. “Uncompromising” means unable to come to an agreement with 
someone. As stated above, Malcolm is described as being generous in nature. 
Therefore, answer choices (D) and (E) are incorrect. 
 
31. Mordant, trenchant. The best clue in this sentence is its parallel structure. The 
judge’s “keen eye” was surpassed only by her “______ wit.” Keen means “sharply 
discerning,” so you should be looking for words that denote a “sharpness,” or 
“bitingness,” of wit. Mordant and trenchant, both of which are close in meaning to 
“incisive,” are best. Don’t be confused by the other set of synonyms, assiduous and 
sedulous, both of which have meanings close to “diligent.” 
  
32. C and D The sentence tells you that the studios have a penchant for hiring A-list 
movie stars. Then it tells you those studios are rethinking that strategy, so you know 
the actors they’re looking for now are not A-list. This is further supported with the 
clues that tell you the economy is not suited to celebrities who get paid $15 to $20 
million, but to another kind of actor who commands far less per picture. So put 
something in the blank like unknown or new. You can eliminate choices (A) and (B) 
because those two answers would describe the A-list celebrities. Choice (E) also fits 
more with the A-listers because they’re the ones who would be expensive. Choice 
(F) doesn’t t with anything in the sentence. That leaves choices (C) and (D), both of 
which mean new or just starting out, which is what you’re looking for. 
 
33. Beseeched, supplicated. The inmate is “begging, pleading, imploring” the 
probation panel to be set free. Beseeched and supplicated are closest to this 
meaning. 
  
34. A and D You need a word for the blank that means that Joseph was the model of 
composure. Both quintessence and epitome would mean he is a perfect embodiment 
of composure, so choices (A) and (D) produce equivalent sentences that make 
sense. Bane would mean he somehow annoys composure, and is incorrect. Rector 
would mean Joseph is the priest or academic leader of composure, and antithesis 
would mean he proves the opposite of composure; eliminate choices (C) and (E). 
Regent would mean he is the king ruling over composure, so eliminate choice (F). 
 
35. Answers: (B), (C) 
 
'Requiring split-second...' shows that those who are likely to delay should not 
become investment bankers. Or another way of looking at it: the career of an 
investment banker is not a good one for those who hesitate. The word viable means 
feasible, likely to succeed. 
 
(A) forwardness is somebody who is bold in a social sense 
 
(B) hesitation fits blank perfectly 
 
(C) to dithering is to delay in making a decision 
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(D) prevarication is the act of speaking evasively as to avoid telling the truth 
 
(E) wastefulness does not fit context 
 
(F) obstinacy means stubbornness. While one who is stubborn may not be likely to 
make a split-second decision the word does not quite fit the context nor is there a 
matching word 
 
36. A fanatical, a zealous. The loyalty of the cult members verged on the obsessive 
and thus was extremely intense. 
You’re looking for words similar in meaning to “extreme,” or “diehard.” Fanatical and 
zealous are best here. 
  
37. B and D Since the President could not tolerate dissent from his views, you need 
a word that means his cabinet members would always agree with him. Pundits and 
authoritarians would oer their own strong opinions, so eliminate choices (A) and (F). 
Cynics would act pessimistically, so eliminate choice (C). Partisans would be biased, 
but not necessarily all in the same direction as the President, so eliminate choice (E). 
Sycophants and toadies in choices (B) and (D) are synonyms indicating that the 
members are flatterers or yesmen, and produce equivalent statements. 
 
38. Grievous, baneful. The “evils” described by this word are “more pernicious” than 
… well, it doesn’t even really matter — you want a word like pernicious. Perhaps 
“very bad.” Grievous, which means “causing grief,” or “very harmful,” will work. 
Baneful is an even closer synonym to pernicious. Note the trap word epicurean, 
which relates to fine food and wine (and thus to this sentence), but which is positive 
and does not fit the blank. 
  
39. A and F The clue to the blank is encomium, which means a speech of high 
praise. Since the poet is young and afraid that her career reached a premature point, 
the word in the blank must mean peak. Apogee and zenith both mean highest point, 
so choices (A) and (F) validly complete the sentence. An auspice means good sign, 
so eliminate choice (B). Coda means a concluding section and does not t this 
context, so eliminate choice (C). Nadir and perigee both mean lowest point and are 
the opposite of what you need, so eliminate choices (D) and (E). 
 
40. A straightforward sentence doesn’t necessarily imply that a sentence 
equivalence question will be easy! You have to carefully consider what specific 
nouns in the sentence represent. 
 
In this question, after you read the sentence, you can determine that more people 
entering the labor force -- that is, applying for jobs -- will do something to the ailing 
job market, or the number of jobs available at one time. Before you should try to 
make a prediction for the blank though, you should first take a second or two to 
consider the definition of an ailing job market. 
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If a job market is ailing, it is struggling and does not have the capacity to give 
everyone a job who wants one. So if a job market already cannot give jobs to 
everyone who wants one, if more people enter the market, that means that the 
market will only be under more pressure. We can predict that the blank means 
something similar to creating more pressure, so something like “stress”. Now let’s go 
through the choices: 
 
(A): The job market will not “diminish”, or shrink, with more people entering it. If more 
people enter the job market, the total number of positions open will stay the same. 
So even though the probability of a person getting a job may decrease if more 
people are applying for jobs, the number of jobs available will stay the same. 
Because the number of available jobs, the job market, does not change, (A) doesn’t 
quite work as the correct answer. 
 
(B): If the job market is under “strain”, or is stretched, that means that the job market 
is under stress due to the increased number of people applying for work. This 
perfectly fits our prediction of stress, so (B) is one of the correct answers. 
 
(C): If something is “underscored”, that means it is emphasized or highlighted. More 
people entering the job market may highlight it, but that doesn’t fit our prediction of 
“stress”; even if it did, there’s not another answer choice that means to highlight. (C) 
is incorrect. 
 
(D): “Tax” does not solely have the definition of money paid to a government. “Tax” 
can also mean to put a heavy demand on something, or to stress it. More people 
applying for jobs will increase demand for jobs, which in turn will stress the job 
market. This matches our prediction, so (D) is also correct. 
 
(E): “Bolster” means to support something.The job market will not be supported my 
more people applying for positions; in fact, the opposite will happen, it will be 
stressed because there are not enough positions for everyone. “Bolster” has the 
opposite tone of what the blank should be, so (E) cannot work. 
 
(F): To “trounce” something means to beat it severely. Although “trounce” has a 
negative tone, it is too strong for our prediction of “stress”, since more people 
entering the job market will stretch it, but not severely hurt it. (F) is too strong, so it 
can’t work in the blank. 
 
41. Hegemony, dominance. Just as once every subject eventually had to meet 
(theology’s) demands, now not only physical science but social science must meet 
mathematics’ demands. This suggests that mathematics enjoys something like “rule” 
over these fields; the phrase Queen of the Sciences suggests the same, and 
perhaps a sort of “autocratic rule.” Hegemony usually describes the “dominance of 
one state over others,” but can also mean “the dominance of one social group, 
political party, etc.” Dominance will also work. If you anticipated precisely the word 
autocratic, autonomy might be attractive, but it doesn’t actually work: autocratic 
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describes government by a single person with unlimited powers, while autonomy 
means “self-governance”. 
 
42. C and E The logic is hard to follow, so you need a word for the blank that means 
confusing or convoluted. Both labyrinthine and byzantine mean twisting and turning 
like a maze, so keep choices (C) and (E). Rhetorical means using a strong, formal 
writing style, so eliminate choice (A). Libertine and unscrupulous are roughly 
synonymous, and both mean having lax moral standards, so eliminate choices (B) 
and (D). Decorous means dignified or proper, so eliminate choice (F). 
 
43. Retort, rejoinder. You need two words describing a witty comeback. Retort and 
rejoinder are perfect. Recrimination is too strong. A witty reply is not an anecdote, 
nor is it an aphorism or maxim (which, like proverbs, contain some general truth or 
wisdom and do not have to be funny). 
 
 
44. C and F The CEO took money, so you need a word for the blank that means the 
board members, shareholders, and customers punished him. Cachinnated means 
laughed at, so eliminate choice (A). Blandished means flattered, so eliminate choice 
(B). Upbraided means censured, and so does lambasted, so keep choices (C) and 
(F). Simpered means smiled, so eliminate choice (D). Caviled means to nd fault with 
unnecessarily, but since the CEO embezzled, this can’t work. Get rid of choice (E). 
 
45. We want a set of words that mean “confused” or that imply confusion.  
 
The non-specialist becomes confused when they have to talk about technology that 
is changing at a dizzying pace. 
 
Also, remember that this is an SE question: we have to pick TWO WORDS that have 
similar meanings.  
 
(A) tentative — This implies that someone is hesitant to explain how the technology 
works. We can imagine a situation where this is true, but this word doesn't fit our 
context. We need it to address the “dizzying” rate of change. Also, there is no 
matching word for “tentative,” so this is not a good choice. 
 
(B) bewildered — This makes sense. Someone might very well feel bewildered (or 
“greatly perplexed, baffled, mystified”) by technology that changes at a “dizzying” 
pace. This is a good choice in context. 
 
(C) confident — This doesn’t work. A confident person is someone who feels 
comfortable and at ease discussing something. Our sentence implies the opposite 
about “non-specialists” who don’t know a lot about technology. They would NOT be 
confident if they had to discuss it. 
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(D) nonplussed — This is a tricky word! “Nonplussed” has a couple meanings, but 
the most relevant one to our context is “bewildered; unsure how to respond or act.” 
This makes sense in context. 
 
(E) complacent — To be complacent is to be satisfied or content, usually in a self-
centered way. This doesn’t make sense in context. 
 
(F) belligerent — We can imagine a situation where someone might become 
belligerent, or “hostile and aggressive,” when asked to discuss something they don’t 
know anything about. But our context doesn’t quite support that idea (where does it 
imply angry or hostility?), and further, there isn’t a good match for this word among 
the other choices. 
 
So (B) bewildered and (D) nonplussed are our best choices. These words have a 
similar meaning, and they work in context — someone with little experience with 
technology might very well be confused/bewildered/nonplussed if asked to explain 
how it works. 
 
46. Claptrap, dross. You need two words that contrast with substantial and match the 
idea of running out of material. Claptrap is “pretentious but insincere language,” and 
dross is “refuse, garbage.” Pith and possibly marrow are a strange pair — pith is “the 
essence,” and marrow (the substance inside of bones) can sometimes be used 
metaphorically in a similar way (to “suck the marrow out of life”), but it wouldn’t make 
sense to say that a book lacks substance if it does, in fact, contain the most 
important parts. 
 
47. B and D Since punctilious means having very strong attention to detail, 
especially with etiquette, this is a good thing to describe service. The word while tells 
you that you need something in the other direction for cuisine, so you need a word 
that means the food is not too great. Obsequious means attering, eliminate choice 
(A). Both quotidian and pedestrian mean commonplace or boring, so keep choices 
(B) and (D). Distasteful could work, because it could mean unpleasant tasting, but 
there is no synonym for this word in the choices, and therefore no way to make the 
sentence equivalent with another one of the choices. Eliminate choice (C). Gustatory 
means having to do with the sense of taste. This is too broad, so eliminate choice 
(E). Pedantic is a synonym for punctilious, but we need the opposite, so eliminate 
choice (F). 
 
48. Collaborative, synergetic. The pivot word while tells you that the later 
contributions were achieved in a manner opposite to “single-handedly.” You need 
two words that mean “cooperative.” Note that trap answers solitary and unilateral are 
the opposite of what you need, and collusive has the wrong spin — to collude is to 
“cooperate for illegal or fraudulent purposes”. 
 
49. E and F Recycle the clue angry response into the blank. Three of your choices—
laudation, panegyric, and approbation—are nearly the opposite of what you’re 
looking for, so eliminate choices (A), (C), and (D). A dictum is a formal or 



   

https://www.courses.catking.in/gre-courses/  8999-11-8999 
Andheri | Borivali | Powai | Thane | Charni Road | Mira Road | Online 

For free Study Abroad and GRE Preparation Mentorship Session drop an email with your profile at 
grekingforstudents@gmail.com . Use Coupon Code GREKing50 to avail 50% off on all online courses. 

 

authoritative statement; that’s not supported by the sentence, so eliminate choice 
(B). Both invective and vituperation can mean a speech of anger, so choices (E) and 
(F) give you appropriate, equivalent sentences. 
 
50. Answers: (A), (B) 
 
The 'despite' shows that we need an answer that is the opposite of "ungoverned 
by...forethought." Basically, the mayor comes across as spontaneous but he is 
actually the opposite of this.  
 
(A) and (B) are using second definitions of the words. In both cases the words mean 
'planned, deliberate.' 
 
Synonym pairs (C) and (D) are not the opposite of spontaneous.  
 
The other synonym pairs, (E) and (F), are not the opposite of spontaneous either. 
One can be spontaneously critical. 


